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What is an “Artotheque” ?: The artwork lending galleries in France and Germany
and their transplantability in Japan
By Hiroyuki Hatano

[Abstract] An artotheque is a gallery which is intended to lend artworks such as block prints and
photographs. In Germany it is called “Graphothek”. This essay describes the outline and progress of the
artotheque or Graphothek, considering the cases of the galleries of both countries the author visited
last time. Furthermore, this description goes to a fact that few of this kind of the galleries have been

planted in Japan, as well as probable factors to impede such implanting.

[Key words] artotheque, Graphothek, artwork lending gallery, artwork, block print, photograph,

lending, France, Germany, Japan





